NEW STONE WATER DISTRICT GSA
DOMESTIC WELL MITIGATION PROGRAM

The purpose of the New Stone Water District GSA Domestic Well Mitigation Program (the “Program”) is to mitigate impacts experienced by water users whose domestic wells within the New Stone Water District GSA (the “GSA”) stop producing as a result of declining groundwater levels during the implementation period of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014, as amended (“SGMA”), which extends until December 31, 2040 (the “Implementation Period”).  
1.	Eligibility.  The Program applies to domestic wells situated within the boundaries of the GSA that lose ground water connectivity due to declining groundwater levels resulting from groundwater overdraft (each an “Affected Well”) during the Implementation Period.  Wells other than domestic wells and wells whose production is not impacted by a loss of groundwater connectivity will not be eligible for mitigation.   
2.	Notification.	The owner of the property on which an Affected Well is located shall notify the GSA of the loss of groundwater connectivity and shall grant the GSA and a qualified well inspector hired by the GSA, and the employees of each of them, access to the Affected Well to perform a well inspection and any other activity the GSA deems necessary or convenient to both verify that the Affected Well has lost groundwater connectivity and to mitigate the Affected Well.  The well inspection may include, but may not be limited to: 1) removing a pump to measure intake depth, well bottom, and static water level; 2) conducting a video log; and 3) modifying the wellhead to measure static and pumping level.  The GSA, the well inspection company, and the respective employees of each of them, shall be released by the property owner from any and all liability arising in conjunction with their activities on or about the owner’s property, including, without limitation, the inspection and replacement of the Affected Well.  The GSA shall make the final determination of whether the Affected Well has lost groundwater connectivity and will provide the landowner with a copy of any inspection report prepared as a result of such well inspection. The cost of verifying that the Affected Well has lost groundwater connectivity will be borne by the GSA, provided that the well inspection confirms that the Affected Well has lost groundwater connectivity.  If the GSA or its agents or contractors determine that the loss of groundwater connectivity is not the reason that the production of the Affected Well is impacted, the owner of the land where the Affected Well is situated shall bear any and all costs of testing, replacement, and repairs to the Affected Well.  
3.	Mitigation.  Once the GSA has confirmed that the Affected Well has lost ground water connectivity, the GSA will arrange for a new well (the “Replacement Well”) to be drilled on the property where the Affected Well is located.  The liability of the GSA shall be limited to the cost of drilling the Replacement Well.  All permitting and other costs related to the Affected Well and the Replacement Well will be the property owner’s sole responsibility and expense.  
4.	Temporary Mitigation.  Upon being notified that an Affected Well is not producing, the GSA will arrange, at its own cost and expense, to provide potable truck and/or bottled water for domestic use (“Emergency Water”) to the property served by the Affected Well, provided that water is not available from another domestic well serving such property.  Thereafter, for so long as the property owner, its agents, and tenants cooperate with the efforts of the GSA to mitigate the Affected Well, the GSA will continue to provide Emergency Water to such property until such time as it is determined that the reason the Affected Well is not producing is not due to loss of groundwater connectivity or until potable water is provided by the Replacement Well, whichever occurs earlier.   
5.	Mitigation Frequency.  Wells found eligible for mitigation will be mitigated once.  Any subsequent impacts to an Affected Well or a Replacement well potentially requiring additional mitigation will solely be the property owner’s responsibility and expense.


Table 1 – Summary of Program Eligibility Requirements

	Category
	Eligible
	Not Eligible

	Type of Wells 
	Domestic 

	Agricultural wells
Combination agricultural-domestic wells
Commercial wells
Industrial wells
Livestock wells
Municipal wells
Monitoring wells 

	Cause of Well Failure 
	Lost groundwater connectivity
	Plugged well screen 
Well pipe and/or casing failure or collapse unrelated to lowering groundwater levels
Pump or electrical failures 
Tree roots/ foreign objects in well 
Biofouling / biofilm 
Sedimentation in well 
Well construction defects 
Water level decline caused by other on-site wells 
Any other reason not related to groundwater level declines 

	Well Permit 
	Legally permitted wells 
	Unpermitted wells constructed in the previous ten years (i.e. clear evidence of no well permit) 

	Landownership 
	Landowner 
	Renter or lessee 
Bank-owned homes 
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